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Gathering around the Word

   Prelude
Aria                                                                                                                     Michael Burkhardt
Morning Songs                                                                                                 Gwyneth Walker

Welcome Day!
In This Still Room (Are Angel Voices)

   Introit
“Dearest Jesus, Draw Thou Near”                                                                  Johann Schop
   arr  F  Melius Christiansen

*Doxology (sung)                                                                                                      The Hymnal, 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Opening Responses
 Minister: Among the poor, among the proud, 
 People: among the persecuted, among the privileged,
 All: Christ is coming to make all things new.
 Minister: In the private house, in the public place, 
 People: in the wedding feast, in the judgment hall, 
 All: Christ is coming to make all things new.
 Minister: With a gentle touch, with an angry word, 
 People: with a clear conscience, with burning love,
 All: Christ is coming to make all things new.
 Minister: That the kingdom might come, that the world might believe,
 People: that the powerful might stumble, that the hidden might be seen,
 All: Christ is coming to make all things new.
 Minister: Within us, without us, behind us, before us,
 People: in this place, in every place, for this time, for all time,
 All: Christ is coming to make all things new.

   Prayer of Praise
*Hymn 612                                                                                          “We Praise You, O God”
   Prayer of Confession (unison)

Gracious God, 
you have created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. 
You have given us your reconciling love, 
capable of overcoming the barriers between sisters and brothers 

*Stand as you are able.

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for the worship of God.



and of breaking down every form of discrimination 
based on racial or ethnic difference, age or gender, 
sexual orientation or class, real or imaginary. 
You have called your church to bring all people to receive
 and uphold one another as persons in all relationships of life: 
in employment, housing, education, leisure, marriage, 
family, church, and the exercise of our political rights. 
You have called us to labor for the abolition of all forms of 
discrimination and oppression and to minister to those injured by them. 
Yet we admit that, as congregations and as individuals 
who claim the name Christian, we have excluded, dominated, 
or patronized others in ways large and small; we have resisted 
your Holy Spirit and have brought contempt on the faith we profess. 
Ground us again in your reconciling work in Jesus Christ,
and bring us all, together, once more to the peace, 
justice, and freedom you intend for all your people. Amen.

   Declaration of Pardon
Minister: Friends, believe the good news.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

   Concerns of the Church
 Anthem

“The Garden Hymn”                                                                                             Ronald Perera

Listening for the Word

   Prayer for Illumination
   Psalter

Psalm 130 (responsively)                                                           Old Testament, page 542

*Gloria Patri (sung)                                                                                                 The Hymnal, 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

   Scripture Lesson
Mark 5:21–43                                                                                      New Testament, page 37
Minister: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

   Sermon
The Church and the Suffering                                                                     Hardy H  Kim
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Responding to the Word

*Hymn 756                                                                                              “O God of Every Nation”

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                    Belhar Confession
 Minister: We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to  
  bring about justice and true peace among people; 
 All: that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, 
  is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor, 
  and the wronged, and that God calls the church to follow in this.
 Minister: For God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry.
 All: God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind. 
 Minister: God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, 
 All: helps orphans and widows, and blocks the path of the ungodly.  
 Minister: We believe that pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans 
  and the widows in their suffering,
 All: that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good 
  and to seek the right,
 Minister: and that the church must therefore stand by people in any form 
  of suffering and need—
 All: witnessing and striving against any form of injustice, 
  so that justice may roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 Minister: We believe that the church, possessed by God, must stand 
  where the Lord stands—
 All: against injustice and with the wronged. In following Christ the
  church must witness against all the powerful and privileged who
  selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.
 Minister: Therefore, we reject any ideology which would legitimate forms 
  of injustice
 All: and any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology 
  in the name of the gospel.
 Minister: We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, 
  the church is called to confess and to do all these things, 
 All: even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them
  and punishment and suffering be the consequence. 
  Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son, and 
  Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory forever and ever.

   Prayers of the People

   The Lord’s Prayer (unison)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  The Hymnal, page 35
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   Prayer Response
“Amen”                                                                                                               Camille Saint-Saëns

   Offering

   Offertory Anthem
“Amazing Grace”                                                American folk tune; arr  John Coates

*Presentation of the Offering and Response

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)
Mighty God, all of creation is yours. Yet you have claimed an enslaved 
people as your own and redeemed them from the misery of bondage. 
You chose wild-eyed men and indignant women to be prophets of your 
truth and righteousness. You came as a lowly child from a provincial 
town, and you chose simple fishermen to be your partners in work. 
Even today, you claim broken and fearful people like us to take up your 
name and your cause, to be your eyes and ears to perceive the pain of the 
world, and to be your hands and your voice to heal and speak comfort. 
In the gifts we bring today—heart and mind, time and treasure—
may we be fashioned more fully in your image, that the world might 
know your love. Amen.

Bearing the Word into the World

*Hymn 772                                                                                                                “Live into Hope”

*Benediction and Response

   Postlude
Morning Songs                                                                                                                 G  Walker

Go Forth with Joy!
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Williams Adams
Chelsea Bumpus
Abigail Canfield
Barbara Carter

today is baccalaureate sunday
Fourth Presbyterian Church recognizes and congratulates the following members 

and Chicago Lights Tutoring students, all of whom are 2015 graduates 

Alexander Andresen
Dylan Andrews
George Andrews
Matthew Bay
Ethan Belnap
Marleigh Belsley
Mareesha Berry
Samuel Boord
Brian Brooks
Germaine Brown
Bryn Buikema
Classie Clayton
Jamale Collins
Katherine Culver
Lenell Dawson 
Daniel Dixon
Thomas Douglas
Hayden Ekern
Julia Fairbank

Jonathan Fifield
Katherine Fifield
Margaret Glenwood 

Fleming
Tahjae Floyd
Christopher Freeman
Mallory Garfield
Citlalli Gonzalez
Emalyn Gray
William “Drew” 

Guggeis
MacKenzie Guynn
Maura Haas
Shayla Kelly
Hannah Lee Kershner
Audra Kimbell
Jared Kinney
Jessica Kissi
Tracie Kitchen

Alessandra Latherow
Brandon Latherow
Dajanay Lipscomb
Miles Little
Darshena Marion
John McDermott
Hayden Morgan
Niguel Neal
Hendrik Ottens
Owen Patterson
Mia Pearsall
Campbell Phalen
Semetrius Pitchford
Terrel Pitchford
Gionte Pratt
Ashley Reed
Teyundra Robinson
Audrey Ruhana
Davin Russell

Isabella Saracco
Nicholas Schuler
Trevor Scott
Zachary Sessions
Diamond Smith
Martasz Smith
Kamren Sykes
William Walker
Ashley Walton
Nia Wells
Maximillien Wilkey
LaKeisha Williams
Samantha Williams
Tonnesha Williams
Ebony  Woods
Marshayla Young
Michael Alexander 

Youngblood

Elana Jane Aavik
Sophia Antonio
Ryan Bell
Penelope Belnap
Alessandra Bernardini
Victoria Bridges
David “Buster” Browne
John E  Buchanan
Cardarius Bynum
Luke Calian
Eugenia Cathery
Ashley Collins
Diamond Collins
Dominique Collins
Kenyon Conner
Charles Cox
Kevin Dingens
Lauryn Franklin
Vivyan Franklin

Kathryn Garrett
Joseph Gissler
Kathryn Guynn
Jonathon Hahn
Travis J  Hank
Braxton Harris
Grace Hildebrand
Emma Northrup 

Isaacs
Diamond B  Jenkins
Helena Joho
Hannah Juley
Breyouna King
Anna Knes
Elizabeth “Lily” 

LaSalle
Brandi Lee 
Rachel Lewis
Elizabeth Love

Destiny McCullough
Molly McGann
Chaquad McIntyre
Andrew “Drew” 

Miller
Knox Montgomery
William Nuelle
Jordan Owens
Andrew Patterson
Christopher Quazzo
Derriall Reed
Mykita Reed
Xavier Reed
Lillie Rice
Danyelle Robinson
Kenneth Rockford
Elizabeth Rossley
Candice Royal

Nathan Harris 
Ruhrkraut

Alexandra Scott
Isabel Sessions
Shane’Qua Simmons
James Sinclair
Alexis Spears
Lily Sperry
Caroline Staublin
De’Jour Stewart
Tierra Tucker
William VanderWeele
Diamond Walker
Kaleb Ware
Ashlyn Wiebe
Nijae Williams
Darneshia Yancy

Allison Cochrane
Mark Eldred

Samantha Lee 
Culbertson

Sam Donham
Erin Juley

Samuel Mintz
Sebastian Wylie 

Petrauskas Olsen

Eighth Grade

Twelfth Grade

College

Graduate Degrees and Professional Programs
Whitney Taylor 

Redfield
Susan Schemper
Megan Simonson

Brooke Elysse Weitz
Karl W  Wiedegreen

Stuart Frederick “Fritz” 
Pfaff 

Peter Schemper
Wilson Sinclair



Worship Leaders
9:30: Judith L  Watt, Arlene Raine, Jeffrey Doane, Hardy H  Kim
11:00: Layton Williams, Arlene Raine, Jeffrey Doane, Hardy H  Kim

The Music Today

Men of the Chancel and Morning Choirs
John W   W  Sherer, Organist and Director of Music
Thomas E  Gouwens, Associate Organist

Worship Notes

The Prayer of Confession is excerpted and adapted from the Confession of 1967  

The Affirmation of Faith is excerpted and adapted from the Belhar Confession 
of the Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa and has been approved for 
inclusion in the PCUSA Book of Confessions  

The textile banners and pulpit parament, “Unweavings,” created by 
fiber artist Laurie Wohl, were commissioned by Fourth Church for use during 
the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, the longest season of the church year 
(the season between Epiphany and Lent and between Pentecost and Advent)  
Through their combination of scripture texts and images, these banners celebrate 
and elevate the perception of the sacred in the “ordinary” as we make our faith 
journey day to day 

The bulletin cover photograph depicts the cross in Buchanan Chapel  
The cover quote is from James H  Cone’s book The Cross and the Lynching Tree.

Shannon J. Kershner Pastor
Victoria G. Curtiss Associate Pastor for Mission
Matt Helms Minister for Children and Families
Hardy H. Kim Associate Pastor for Evangelism
Joyce Shin Associate Pastor for Congregational Life

the fourth presbyterian church of chicago
Church office: 126 E  Chestnut Street, Chicago, IL 60611 2014

www fourthchurch org | www facebook com/fourthchurch
312 787 4570 | Voicemail 312 787 2729 | Fax: 312 787 4584

Judith L. Watt Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care
Jeffrey Doane Parish Associate for Older Adults
Layton Williams Pastoral Resident
John Buchanan Pastor Emeritus

This worship bulletin is printed on recyclable 
paper that contains recycled post-consumer 
waste and is acid free. All bulletins and inserts 
left in the baskets by the doors are recycled.

Sources and Credits: Hymn tune names—as well as composers of the music and authors of the text—
are listed in the hymnal with each hymn  The words to “For the Life that You Have Given” are by 

Carl P  Daw Jr  © 1987; music is by Morgan Simmons © 1990, 1992 Hope Publishing Co  


