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Gathering around the Word

 Prelude
Noël                                                                                                                           Claude Balbastre
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                                            Keith Chapman
The Snow Lay on the Ground                                                                           Leo Sowerby
A Child Is Born                                                                                                   Everett Titcomb

*Call to Worship
Leader: Friends, the people walking in darkness 
 have seen a great light.
 Let us go, in heart and mind, 
 to see what has come to pass.
 Let us go with the shepherds:
People: Let us go to Bethlehem 
 and see that which the Lord 
 has made known to us.
Leader:  Let us go with the magi:
People: Let us go to find God’s promise, 
 born for us.
Leader:  Let us go with the poor and humble:
People: Let us go find our King, 
 born in a lowly manger.
Leader: Let us go with all the world, 
 with all the peoples of the nations.
 Come, let us worship; 
 come, let us adore him.

*Hymn 143                                                                                          “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

 Welcome

*Stand as you are able.

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent, 
personal preparation for the worship of God.



 Lighting of the Christ Candle

 Prayer of Invocation (unison)
O Emmanuel, O “God with us,”
we rejoice and are glad on this bright Christmas morning,
for you have truly come, full of grace and truth.
Forgive us for when we have been empty of hope 
or lacking in love as we have waited for your coming.
Turn our darkness into light,
and draw us once more into the mystery of your love.
Join our voices with the heavenly host,
that we may sing your glory like the angels.
Give us a place among the shepherds,
that we might find our greatest gift
in that small child resting in the manger.
Shape us to be more like Jesus,
seeking to serve rather than to be served,
seeking to give rather than to receive.
We ask all of this in Christ’s name. Amen.

*Hymn 132                                                                       “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

Listening for the Word

 Psalter (responsively)
Psalm 96                                                                                             Old Testament, page 520

 Solo
“The Little Road to Bethlehem”                                                                       Michael Head

As I walked down the road at set of sun, the lambs were coming homewards. 
One by one, I heard a sheep bell softly calling them along the little road to 
Bethlehem. Beside an open door, as I drew nigh, I heard sweet Mary sing 
a lullaby. She sang about the lambs at close of day and rocked her tiny King 
among the hay. Across the air the silver sheep bell rang. “The lambs are 
coming home,” sweet Mary sang. “Your star of gold is shining in the sky, 
so sleep, my little King, go lullaby.”

 First Lesson
Isaiah 9:2–7                                                                                       Old Testament, page 600
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*Gloria Patri (sung)                                                                                                 The Hymnal, 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

 Second Lesson
Luke 2:1–7                                                                                           New Testament, page 54

 Sermon
By Any Means Necessary                                                                          Layton Williams

Responding to the Word

*Hymn 114                                                                                                          “Away in a Manger”

 Prayers of the People 
 The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 Offering
 Offertory Solo

“Gesu Bambino”                                                                                                               Pietro Yon
When blossoms flowered ’mid the snows upon a winter night was born a 
child, the Christmas rose, the King of love and light. The angels sang, the 
shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced, and at his blessed birth the stars 
their exultation voiced. O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. Again 
the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night that gave the world its 
Christmas rose, its King of love and light. Let every voice acclaim his name, 
the grateful chorus swell, from paradise to earth he came that we with him 
might dwell. O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. I a child and thou a 
lamb, we are called by his name. Little lamb, God bless thee!
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*Presentation of the Offering and Response

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All: O God, in the sending of your Son, Jesus,
 your Word became flesh,
 and we have seen a new and radiant vision of your glory.
 His name is above every name,
 the Prince of Peace and Savior of all.
 In him we have been brought out of darkness
 into your marvelous light.
 In response to your amazing love,
 we offer you these our gifts 
 and pray that you would bless them to your service
 in the world you have redeemed
 through Jesus Christ, your Son. Amen.

*Hymn 134                                                                                                                “Joy to the World”

Bearing the Word into the World

*Benediction

 Postlude
Noël                                                                                                                        José Jesús Estrada
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Mary Shawn Addington
Roy and Evelyn Anderson
Evelyn Artwick
Evelyn Banks
Hartley Barker
Ruth Barker
Henry and Eleanore Bates
Kelly Beenen
Richard Beilfuss
Mary E. Bolton
Marvin and Anna Bomgaars
Allan and Florence Book
John H. Boyle
Eleanor T. and Colver R. Briggs
Blanche and Robert Buchanan
Michael Campanella
Sarah Campbell
Chester and Lillie Stean Carter
Catherine M. Clark
Harold E. Clark
Clifford, Betty, and Dannen 
Ruth and Norman Cobb
Hunter Coe
Francis and Marian Rutgers Cogsdill
Mary Alice Conlon
Mike and Sally Conlon
Barbara Cook
George J. Cotsirilos
Shirley Crabtree
Robert and Arvilla Crouch
Chet Currier
Elam and Grace Davies
Andrew Derks
Marelia and Walter Dixon
Charlie Donovan
Bonnie Drucker
James R. Durham
Mr. and Mrs. William Stewart Edgar
Kim Morgan Edling
Helen and Elliott Faulk
Emmie Lou and Bill Fedoryk
Dana Ferguson
Lavan and Louise Flessner
Georgia Foster
Matthew C. Fox
Alice and Lonas Frey
Mr. and Mrs. James Edward Garvey
Sydney, Ruth, and Kenneth Gerrans
Jack Glavey
Dorothy Goerling
Darrell and Muriel Green
Paul and Dorothy Grueninger
Gordon Gubbins
Jeffrey Gubbins
Marge and Armon C. Haagen
Jeanne Habicht

William and Rose Hamp
Mr. and Mrs. James William Hardin
Jackie Harrington
Wilbur B. Hathaway
Edward Hemmer
Murel Hemmer
Shirley Henninger
Mary Patric Herbst
Bob Hornaday
George H. Horsman
Steve Horvath
Lilli Maria Engst Houston
Harry and Gladys Hutchison
Peyton S. Hutchison Jr.
Florine and Oscar Jacobs
Dwight Jeffers
Chris Joseph
George Jousma
Ruth Kort Kamp
Bertha and Robert Kearney
Robert S. Kearney
Helmut Knapp
Helene Kozlowsky
Jeanine Marie Kumar
Tom Leahy
Eleanor Harris Lee
Ross Lober
John R. Lopatka
Mary and Rudolph Lopatka
Sebastian Alexander Maggio  
Margaret Glavey Manos
Eleanore Marcantoni
Robert Dean Marshall
Charles D. McAdams Jr.
Warren and Delia McClurg
Erich and Irma Merrill
Sharon Michels
Ed and Julia Miller
Marcus J. and Betty Cole Miller
Ruby and Orrin Millie
Patricia H. Morgan
Cheddy Ohr
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy W. Peterson
Robert Petkus
Richard and Mary Peverly
Helena Plante
Robert Plante
Sally Hoffmann Plante
Robert W. Procunier
Jerry S. Purdum
Marion E. Radtke
Richard J. Radtke Sr. 
Robert, Dorothy, and 
   Timothy Rainey
Ann Rakstad
Edward L. Renno

Frank Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Gabriel Rocchini
John and Antoinette Rojc
Brenton H. Rupple Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Samanta
Judith P. Sanderson
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Monroe Sandifer Jr.
Helen and Kenneth Sandridge
Ivory and Ada Satre
Richard J. Schade
Calvin Schemper
Garrietta Schemper
Charles and Katherine Schmidt
Catherine Mary Shannon
Burton Sherrod
Marc Sherrod
Mildred Ray Shrout
Thomas R. Shrout
John and Maude Singleton
Charles Stanley
Helen Jean Harris Stevenson
George Stratton
Ernest and Ella Sweeney
Elly Todt
Tom, Millie, and Diane Tramba
John Vanderzyden
Willa Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. William Wardrop Sr.
Leola Weber
Dr. and Mrs. George Widener
George Hoy Widener
Marjorie and Alvin Wilson
William Lee Wimbish
Roy and Rosemary Winkler
Frances Youngwirth
Ruth and Eugene Zeltmann

In Honor of
Jay Brees and Hildur Satre Brees
John and Sue Buchanan
Mrs. Cecil R. Gorno
R.C. and Marilyn Haugen
Charlie Holden-Corbett 
Josephine Horsman
Shannon Kershner
Evelyn and George Lutman
Ann Murray
Janice Rolls
The parents and grandparents of 

Laura Sterkel and Rob Wetherald
Aubrey Tonsager
Paul Weber

Gifts supporting Christmastime Sanctuary adornments have been made
in memory and in honor of family, friends, and loved ones.
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Worship Leaders
Layton Williams

The Music Today
John W  W  Sherer, Organist and Director of Music
Carol Carpenter, soloist

Worship Notes

The “Light Up a Life” offering is being received throughout December  
“Light Up a Life” provides opportunity to support congregational programs, 
mission, and community outreach—including Chicago Lights programs—as well 
as denominational efforts  “Light Up a Life” gifts can be made using the special 
offering envelopes found in the pew racks or by writing “Light Up a Life” 

 on the memo line of a check made payable to Fourth Presbyterian Church 

Fourth Church offers a variety of worship opportunities on Sunday, 
including an 8:00 a m  Communion serice, worship at 9:30 and 11:00 a m , 

 and a jazz service with Communion at 4:00 p m  Each Wednesday at 9:30 a m , 
Morning Prayer is held in Buchanan Chapel as a time to remember in prayer 
members of the Fourth Church congregation and those in need  We also offer 

 a monthly prayer service in the style of Taizé, which meets this month on 
Thursday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve) at 7:30 p m 

the fourth presbyterian church of chicago
Church office: 126 E  Chestnut Street, Chicago, IL 60611 2014

www fourthchurch org | www facebook com/fourthchurch
312 787 4570 | Voicemail 312 787 2729 | Fax: 312 787 4584

This worship bulletin is printed on recyclable 
paper that contains recycled post-consumer 
waste and is acid free. All bulletins and inserts 
left in the baskets by the doors are recycled.

Sources and Credits: Hymn tune names—as well as composers of the music and authors of the text—
are listed in the hymnal with each hymn  The words to “For the Life that You Have Given” are by  

Carl P  Daw Jr  © 1987; music is by Morgan Simmons © 1990, 1992 Hope Publishing Co  

Shannon J. Kershner Pastor
Victoria G. Curtiss Associate Pastor for Mission
Matt Helms Associate Pastor 
       for Children and Family Ministry
Hardy H. Kim Associate Pastor for Evangelism

Judith L. Watt Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care
Nanette Sawyer Minister for Congregational Life
Jeffrey Doane Parish Associate for Older Adults
Layton Williams Pastoral Resident
John Buchanan Pastor Emeritus


