
Morning Worship

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent,
personal preparation for the worship of God.

prelude Three Liturgical Improvisations George Oldroyd
 1. My soul hath a desire and longing to enter the courts of the Lord.

 2. Whoso dwelleth under the defense of the Most High
  shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

 3. Pour light upon us from above and fire our hearts
  with thy strong love.

introit “Blessed Are the Pure in Heart” H. Walford Davies
 Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see our God.
 The secret of the Lord is theirs; their soul is Christ’s abode.
 Grant us your presence, Lord; our spirits now renew.
 Give each a pure and lowly heart, a dwelling place for you.

*doxology and invocation  (The Hymnal, 592)

*hyMn 220 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” Tune: Old HundredtH

prayer of confession (unison)

Lord, forgive us our confusions:
for confusing making a living with making a life;
for confusing arrogance with assurance;
for confusing ideas with convictions;
for confusing security with salvation.
Remind us that it is more important
to be held by the truth than to hold it;
to be servants of great ideas
than to entertain them as interesting guests.
Amen.

declaration of pardon

Minister: Friends, believe the good news.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

concerns of the church

Minute for Mission

psalter Psalm 15 (responsively) (page 469, O.T.)

3*Stand as you are able.



antheM “Dies Sanctificatus” Giovanni Croce
 Day of sanctification, pour light upon us this day. O come, let us
 worship the Lord our God, for upon this day a great light has come
 upon the earth. Let us all be joyful and rejoice.

first lesson Job 38:1–7; 42:1–6 (pages 458, 462, O.T.)

Minister:  The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*gloria patri (The Hymnal, 579)

second lesson John 10:14–16; 16:12-15 (pages 97, 104, N.T.)

serMon  J. Barrie SHepHerd

 Certain Uncertainties

 “Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
 things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.”
 Job 42:3 (nrSv)

*hyMn 270 “O God, in a Mysterious Way” Tune: dundee

*apostles’ creed (unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

prayers of the people
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the lord’s prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

prayer response “Amen” Dale Wood

offering

offertory antheM “Sermon on the Mount” Dave Brubeck
      from The Light in the Wilderness
 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.
 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness,
 for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful for they shall
 obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they are the children of God.
 Blessed are ye when all manner of evil is said against thee for
 his sake. Rejoice, be glad, for great is your reward in heaven.
 Ye are the salt of the earth; ye are the light of the world.
 A city set on a hill cannot be hid. When he came down from
 the mountain, great multitudes followed him shouting his praises. 
 Then all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came forth
 from him healing them all.

*presentation of the offering and response
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*prayer of thanksgiving and dedication

Minister:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All: God of all mercies,
 we give you humble thanks
 for all your goodness and loving-kindness
 to us and to all people.
 Give us such an awareness of your mercies,
 that with truly thankful hearts
 we may show forth your praise,
 not only with our lips but in our lives,
 by giving up ourselves to your service,
 and by walking before you in holiness
 and righteousness all our days;
 through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
 be all honor and glory now and forever.
 Amen.

*hyMn 265 “Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand” Tune: WareHam

Benediction and response

postlude Festival Toccata  Percy Fletcher
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In the DetaIls

Thirteenth in a series on the architectural details of Fourth Church

Associate architect Howard Van Doren Shaw donated the Garth “Children’s 
Fountain” in 1913. The base is decorated with various animals; the top 

includes the text of Habbakuk 2:14. Nearly 100 years later, Fourth Church is 
again building for the future. To learn about Project Second Century and how 

you can support it, call 312.981.3380 or visit www.fourthchurch.org/P2C.html.



Worship leaders

 9:30 a.m. Victoria G. Curtiss, Calum I. MacLeod, J. Barrie Shepherd

 11:00 a.m.  Victoria G. Curtiss, Calum I. MacLeod, J. Barrie Shepherd

the Music today

 9:30 a.m. The Morning Choir

 11:00 a.m.  The Morning Choir

 John W. W. Sherer, Organist and Director of Music

 Thomas E. Gouwens, Associate Organist and Handbell Director

Worship notes

This morning’s sermon hymn, “O God, in a Mysterious Way,” was written by
 William Cowper in 1774 after attempting suicide. He had struggled with periodic 

depression much of his life, and this was the last hymn text he wrote.

Today’s Minute for Mission is presented by Erin Bennett on behalf of the Souper Bowl 
of Caring, which will take place next Sunday, February 6.

The textile banners and pulpit parament, “Unweavings” created by Laurie Wohl,
 were commissioned by Fourth Church for use during the liturgical season of 

Ordinary Time, the longest season of the church year (the season between 
Epiphany and Lent and between Pentecost and Advent). Through their 
combination of scripture texts and image, these banners celebrate and elevate the 
perception of the sacred in the “ordinary” as we make our faith journey day to day.

The bulletin cover photo depicts the Narthex stairwell.

This worship bulletin is printed on recyclable paper that contains recycled post-consumer waste and is acid free. 
The printing is done with inks having low volatile organic compounds and formulated with soy and vegetable oils. 

All bulletins and inserts left in the baskets by the doors are recycled.
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Sarah A. Johnson, Minister for Congregational Care
Linda C. Loving, Minister for Evangelism
Joyce Shin, Associate Pastor for Congregational Life
John W. Vest, Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry 
John H. Boyle, Parish Associate 
Thomas C. Rook, Parish Associate
Kerri N. Allen, Pastoral Resident
Matthew J. Helms, Pastoral Resident
David A. Donovan, Associate Pastor Emeritus


