
Gathering around the Word

*Prelude
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                                                                      Johannes Brahms
The Holy Boy                                                                                                                                                              John Ireland
He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child                                           French carol; arr  Morgan Simmons
Noël                                                                                                                                                                         Claude Balbastre

*Call to Worship
Leader: Sing to our God a new song; sing to our God all the earth.
People: Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth to all!
 For to us a child is born.
Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God;
 let the earth rejoice, let trees of the forest sing for joy!
People: Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth to all! 
 For to us a child is born.
Leader: Let us worship God with gladness.
 Let us enter God’s sanctuary with thanksgiving.
People: For to us a child is born.

*Christmas Prayer of Praise

*Hymn 133                                                                                                                                          “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

*Prayer of Confession (unison)

God of Mary and Joseph, at Christmas there is no room in the inn. We confess that we 
have not made room in our hearts—for you or for our neighbors. Your compassion, O 
God, your welcome, and your justice have been refused by our anxieties, pushed aside 
by our prejudice, obstructed by our apathy. We confess that, even as we embrace the 
promise of Christmas, we are not fully yielding our lives to your transforming grace. 
Forgive us. Renew us. Open our eyes to your presence, and open our arms 
wide to welcome you.

The beginning of the prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for the worship of God.

*Stand as you are able.  | 3



*Declaration of Pardon
Leader:  Friends, believe the good news:
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*Sung Response                                                                                                               from “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

*Concerns of the Church

*Solo :: “The Little Road to Bethlehem”                                                                                                     Michael Head

Listening for the Word

*Prayer for Illumination

*Psalter                                                                                                                                                                                                 Psalm 97

*First Lesson :: Luke 2:1–7                                                                                                            New Testament, page 54

*Meditation                                                                                                                                                                  Rocky Supinger

*Hymn 115                                                                                                                                                            “Away in a Manger”

*Second Lesson :: Luke 2:8–20                                                                                                New Testament, page 54

*Meditation                                                                                                                                                             Joseph L  Morrow
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Responding to the Word

*Affirmation of Faith (unison) :: Apostle’s Creed                                                         The Hymnal, page 35 

*Sung Response                                                                                             from “Angels We Have heard on High”
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

*Litany for Christmas
Leader: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.
People: Salvation from isolation; salvation from ourselves;
 salvation from everything that would keep us from love. 
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
People: The light of creation, the light of redemption, the light of Christ.
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
 For a child has been born for us, a Son has been given to us.
People: To us—the proud and the haughty; to us—the poor and the lowly;
 to us—the beloved children of God.
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
 He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
People: Peace in our hearts and in our families;
 peace in our city and in our country; peace to all who are threatened. 
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
 To us is born in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
People: The Lord of our lives, the Lord of our church, the Lord of all. 
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
 And the Word became flesh and lived among us.
People: Lived among us, died for us, rose in power for us.
Leader: Glory to God in the highest!
People: Amen.

   The Lord’s Prayer (unison)                                                                                                               The Hymnal, page 35
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*Offering 

*Offertory Solo :: “I Wonder as I Wander”            Appalachian folk song; arr  John Jacob Niles
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for to die.  
For poor ornery people like you and like I, I wonder as I wander out under the sky.  
When Mary birthed Jesus ’twas in a cow’s stall, with wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.  
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, and the promise of ages it then did recall.  
If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 
or all of God’s angels in heaven to sing, he surely could have had it, ’cause he was the King.

*Presentation of the Offering and Response

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)
God of grace and truth, through the child in the manger you have offered us your 
very heart and life. Now, through these gifts we have gathered, let us share your 
life with others; offering hope for the weary, hospitality for the lonely, and your 
abundance for all. In Jesus, our Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.

Bearing the Word into the World

*Hymn 113                                                                                                                      “Angels We Have Heard on High”

*Charge and Benediction

*Postlude :: Go Tell It on the Mountain                  African American spiritual; arr  John Behnke
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Gifts supporting Christmastime Sanctuary adornments have 
been made in memory and in honor of family, friends, and loved ones.

In Memory of

Joseph Anthony Abbatecola
Mary Shawn Addington
Hubert M. Allen
Bea and Arlo Anderson
Roy and Evelyn Anderson
Ruth Andrews
Willis Andrews
Eric S. Ball
Mr. and Mrs. O.E. Banker
Laura Barrows
Henry and Eleanore Bates
Richard Beilfuss
E. James Bennett
Jo Helen Bevis
Maria and Steve Binnendijk
Mr. and Mrs. Binnendijk-Bacas
Mary E. Bolton
Marvin and Anna Bomgaars
Allan and Florence Book
Thomas and Lola Bottrell
Sonja Bowen
John H. Boyle
Hildur Satre Brees
Carl Bridges and 
 Lucille Stone-Bridges
Eleanor T. and Colver R. Briggs
E. W. and Mathilda Broders
Basie Brown
Dorothy Brown
Jesse Brown
Jessye Brown
Larry Brown
Robert and Blanche Buchanan
Steve Bumpus
Charles G. Callard
Michael Campanella
Sarah Campbell 
Hal G. Carlson
Sally Carpenter 
Chester and Lillie Stean Carter
Catherine and Hal Clark
Mary Jane Cleveland
Patricia Clyde and David Clyde
Hunter Q. Coe
Edwin and Barbara Cook
Tom Costen
George J. Cotsirilos
Allan J. Cox 

Will and Cully Craig
Robert and Arvilla Crouch
Chet Currier
Elam and Grace Davies
Andrew Derks
Shirley Gleason Dillon
Wilbert and Beth Doak
Ruth Dougherty
Bonnie Drucker
Kim Morgan Ebling
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Edgar
Donald and Margaret Evans
Gordon, Marjorie, 
 and Woody Fairman
Helen and Elliott Faulk
Peggy Faulkner
Emmie Lou and Bill Fedoryk
Jane and Lyle Feller
Robert D. Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Fordney
Matthew C. Fox
The parents of Joanne and 
 Ken Gaines
Sydney, Ruth, and 
 Kenneth Gerrans
Gwynne Geuther
Dick and Billie Glantz
Jack Glavey
Ed and Dorothy Goerling
Darrell and Muriel Green
Jacqueline M. Grueninger
Paul and Dorothy Grueninger
Gordon Gubbins
Jeff Gubbins 
Raymond and Jean Guido
Armon C. and Margaret Haagen
Jackie Harrington
Walter and Susie Hayes
Roy and Fleta Heidorn
Jeffrey S. Held
Harriette Helmer
Mary Patric Herbst
Rudy Hewitt
Cyril Highsted
Brian M. Hill
Larry and Julia Hipp
Marvelle Hipp
Bob Hornaday
George H. Horsman
The Hughes Family

Verne and Mel Isleb
Florine and Oscar Jacobs
Dwight and Jerry Jeffers 
Grace Johnson
William Johnson
Edward and Sara Jones
Chris Joseph
George and Gertrude Jousma
Alta T. Kadechka
Hal Kanter
Robert M. and Bertha Kearney
Robert S. and Joyce Kearney
Richard and Dorothy Kerch
Dorothy Jean Kerr 
May and Robert Kinzer
Helmut Knapp
Helene Kozlowsky
Stephanie Shambaugh Kramer
Jeanine Marie Kumar
Clifford, Betty and 
 Dannen Latherow
Norbert and Patricia LaSalle
Art and Marion Lawrenz
Eleanor Lee
Edith Opal Leis
Patsy V. Link
Alfred and Mildred Loeser
John R. Lopatka
Rudolph and Mary Lopatka
Evelyn and George Lutman
Bob and Phyllis Mace
Barbara Maggio
Sebastian Maggio
Sharon and Barton Mann
Robert Dean Marshall
Matthew B. Martin
Lydia and Raymond Mayo
Charles D. McAdams Jr.
Warren and Delia McClurg
Mac and Maxine McEnroe
Kenton Randall McKissack
Ramsey Paul McKissack
Pamela and James McLean
Irene Michaels
Kay and Catherine Mikaelian
Ed and Julia Miller
Marcus J. and Betty Cole Miller
Ruby and Orrin Millie
Margaret Mischnick
Samuel and Joyce Misner

Barbara Benepe Moore
Patricia Morgan
Dorothy and Andrew Morrison
Susan Allison Moser
William A. and Helen L. Munson
Inez O’Connell
Kenneth and Patricia Ohr
Elizabeth and David Forbes Orwig
Marty Orwig
Mildred and David Ostfeld
Barbara Overton
Donald Peters
Robert Petkus
Joan and Ed Pierce
 JoAnn Pitcher
Jack Pixler
Helena Plante
Robert Plante
Sally Hoffman Plante
Marlin K. Potter
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Powell
Claire R. Prats
Mark E. Preiman
Robert W. Procunier 
Connie Purdum
Jerry Purdum
Marion E. Radtke
Richard J. Radtke Sr.
Susan Barnett Rech
Dorothy Ritchie
Antoinette and John Rojc
Lois Rowe
Betty and Brent Rupple
Elsie Sargis
Ivory and Ada Satre
Thomas Satre
Calvin R. Schemper
Chester M. Schemper
Garrietta Schemper 
Frederick Schwartz and 
 Grace McFarlane
Adgie Shade 
Harold Shade
John Shade
Clair and Marie Shearer
Burton and Betty Sherrod 
Marc Sherrod 
W. Angus Shorey
Frances and Robert Shreve
David Lamar Singleton

John and Maude Singleton
Samuel Myrus Singleton
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell D. Snorf Jr.
Patrick Soellinger 
James and Virginia Spears
Helen Jean Stevenson
Hazel and Doug Storer
Jackie Strazzabosco
Helen and Otto Strek
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Strubel
Jill Carter Swart
Cecy R. Szuba
Helen Szuba
Victor and Beatrice Taradash
Karen Trabert
Wilma Tyson
Edna McCue Valter
Barbara A. Vanderzyden
John H. Vanderzyden
Carol von Stade
Garnet Weber
Robert W. and 
 Jeanne M. Whitmer
William Wimbish
Roy and Rosemary Winkler
Alice S. Wisse
Edward V. and Anna S. Wosylus
Frances Youngwirth
Ruth, Eugene C., and 
 Gene Zeltmann

In Honor of

Andrea Alexander
Kathy Bennett
Jay Brees
Ted Case
James Craig
Liam Craig 
Pete and Caroline Giers
The families of Patsy Habicht 
 and Bill Conlon
Joan Highsted
Josephine Horsman
Tom and Sally Jacob
Mary Sue and Bill Lewis
Andy McGaan
Rowena Montgomery
Pat and Norm Pierce
Jane S. Potter
Morgan and Mary Simmons



Worship Leaders
Joseph L  Morrow, Rocky Supinger

The Music Today
Carol Carpenter, soloist
John W  W  Sherer, Organist and Director of Music

Worship Notes

The “Light Up a Life” offering is being received throughout the Christmas season  “Light 
Up a Life” provides opportunity to support congregational programs, mission, and community 
outreach, including Chicago Lights programs  “Light Up a Life” gifts can be made using the 
special offering envelopes found in the pew racks or by writing “Light Up a Life” on the memo 
line of a check made payable to Fourth Presbyterian Church  You can also make your gift using 
Venmo (@Fourth-Church) or online (at www.fourthchurch.org/give-online).

We are glad to be worshiping with you this Christmas morning! We invite you to join 
 us again on Sundays, when we gather for worship at 8:00 (Communion), 9:30, and 11:00 a m  
 here in the Sanctuary and at 4:00 p m  for our jazz Communion service in Buchanan Chapel  
 We will also come together for a candlelit New Year’s Eve Taizé service of prayer, reflection, 
 and song on Tuesday, December 31 at 7:30 p m  in Buchanan Chapel 

Sources and Credits: Hymn tune names—as well as 
composers of the music and authors of the text—are listed in 
the hymnal with each hymn  The words to “For the Life that 

You Have Given” are by Carl P  Daw Jr  © 1987; music is by 
Morgan Simmons © 1990, 1992 Hope Publishing Co 
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