
*Please rise in body or spirit.  †Or “Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

Gathering around the Word

  Prelude

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  Johann Sebastian Bach

  Introit 
Blessed Is God   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  Eric DeLamarter

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.† Amen.

*Call to Worship (responsively)
	One:	Come and see what God has done.
	 All:	God is awesome in God’s deeds. 
	One:	God turned the sea into dry land. 
	 All:	God’s people passed through the river on foot.
	One:	Make a joyful noise to God all the earth.
	 All:	Sing the glory of God’s name.
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October 26, 2025 • 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.



*Hymn 275   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe.
His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he.
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him.
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure.
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth.
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also.
The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still.
His kingdom is forever.

  Prayer of Confession (unison)
Holy God, your truth is so often sharp and unsettling. 
We confess the ways we skirt the hard edges of your Word, 

turn up the volume on lesser noises, and lean into the comfort of our own certainty 
rather than submit to the discomfort of your challenge. 

You send us messengers, and we sidestep them; 
you challenge us, and we defend ourselves. 

Again and again, Holy God, we resist what we do not want to hear. 
And yet you keep calling. 
Have mercy on us. Interrupt our evasions. 
Soften what pride has hardened in us. 
Let us hear and receive your truth. Amen.
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  Declaration of Pardon

One: Friends, believe the good news.  
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you.
We invite you to greet those around you, wishing them “peace” or “the peace of Christ,”
and encourage those online to text or email someone to let them know you are thinking of them.
(9:30) Children age three through grade five are invited to come forward during the passing of the peace.

  Time with Children (9:30)
(9:30) Children depart for Sunday School with their teachers.

  Welcome and Announcements

Please take a moment to let us know you are with us today! There are information pads in the 
pews for those in person and a digital form (use the link or QR code on screen) for those online.

  Bell Choir

“Passacaglia in C Minor”   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   Fred Gramann

Listening for the Word

  Prayer for Illumination

  First Scripture Reading   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   Psalm 46
One: The Word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God.

  *Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:†  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

  Second Scripture Reading   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   Hebrews 12:1–3

  Sermon   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  Camille Cook Howe

†Or “to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost.”



Responding to the Word

*Hymn 329    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    “God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength”

God is our refuge and our strength, our ever-present aid,
and therefore, though the earth be moved, we will not be afraid;

Though hills amid the seas be cast, though foaming waters roar,
yea, though the mighty billows shake the mountains on the shore.

Where God abides a river flows; that city will rejoice.
But nations fear and kingdoms shake before God’s thundering voice.

Since God is in the midst of it, the city walls shall stand,
secure and safe with God’s sure help, when trouble is at hand.

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Prayers of the People 

   The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
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  Offertory Anthem

“Ain’t-a That Good News!”    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . Spiritual /arr. William Dawson
I got a crown up in-a that kingdom, ain’t-a that good news!
I’m-a gonna lay down this world, gonna shoulder up-a my cross.
Gonna take it home-a to my Jesus, ain’t-a that good news!
I got a robe up in-a that kingdom, ain’t-a that good news!
I’m-a gonna lay down this world, gonna shoulder up-a my cross.
Gonna take it home-a to my Jesus, ain’t-a that good news!
I got a Savior in-a that kingdom, ain’t-a that good news!
I’m-a gonna lay down this world, gonna shoulder up-a my cross.
Gonna take it home-a to my Jesus, Ain’t-a that good news!

*Offertory Response    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . Hymn 652, v. 1
A grateful heart is what I bring, a song of praise, my offering.

Among the saints I lift my voice: in you, O God, I will rejoice.

*Prayer of Dedication (unison)

Gracious Provider, God of all, 
we return to you the fruit of our labors and the gifts of your bounty.

May they be a blessing through which sickness is healed, enmity is ended, 
captives are freed, and our lives are made whole. Amen.

Bearing the Word into the World

*Hymn 65    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty. Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more;
feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield;
be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside.
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee;
I will ever give to thee.



A painting depicting Martin Luther defending his controversial views before representatives  
of Pope Leo X and Emperor Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire.

*Charge and Benediction

*Recessional (please remain standing)
Amazing Grace   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    Traditional

  Postlude 
Carillon Sortie   .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   Henri Mulet
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Today is Reformation Sunday,
a day when we recall the rich heritage of the Protestant tradition and give thanks for Reformation 

leaders and all others who have kept the faith. The Presbyterian Church (USA) grew out of the 
Reformation of the sixteenth century under leaders such as John Calvin and John Knox. 

The last Sunday in October has been chosen as Reformation Sunday because it was on  
October 31, 1517, that Martin Luther is said to have posted his ninety-five theses on the  
church door in Wittenberg, Germany, the watershed event sparking the Reformation.  

He later authored today’s opening hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 

The use of bagpipes for the recessional also points to the Reformation, reminding us of Knox  
and the Scottish roots of the Presbyterian church. Our red banners, paraments, and pastors’ stoles 

symbolize the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work in reforming the church. 



You belong here!
This may be your first time in worship at Fourth Presbyterian Church, or perhaps you  

worship here so often you call Fourth Church “home”; in either case, we are grateful for  
your presence today. Inspired by the radical hospitality of Jesus Christ, we welcome everyone—

without exception—into the life of this congregation. No matter where you may be in your 
faith journey,  no matter what questions or burdens you may bring to this place, 

we take seriously that God loves everyone, so you belong here. 

Every Sunday we read the old biblical stories and sing hymns (some of which our  
grandparents sang), while also engaging the world we live in this minute through liturgy, prayers, 

and sermons. By connecting the story of our lives to the story of Christ’s life, 
 we discover hope and even joy, and are inspired to reflect the light of Christ to the city 

as we live out our calling to love God and love one another.

Guided by our Antiracism Covenant, we seek to embrace values and practices 
that enable us to experience Beloved Community, where differences are seen as 

assets that are celebrated and experienced as strengths.

If you are new to us, stick around after worship. Join us for Coffee Hour, or speak to one of our 
pastors. We have many programs to expand your spirit and enrich your life. We would love to tell 

you more. Give us a try; soon you too might be calling Fourth Church “home.” 

Worshiping in Person at Fourth Church

Each Sunday our worshiping body is a wonderful mix 
of those online, on the phone, and in the pews. If you 
like to worship with us in person, we gather weekly at 
9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Entering the building
A half hour prior to each service the doors open for 
worship. On Michigan Avenue, through the glass Loggia 
doors there is an entrance without steps that leads to the 
Sanctuary. There are also two fully accessible entrances: 
at 126 E. Chestnut and 115 E. Delaware.

Parking
Information on discounted parking is on the back 
cover. If you have not set up an online payment account 
for discounted parking at the 900 garage, ushers have 
information cards to help. Volunteers at the Coffee 
Hour Connection Corner are available to assist as well.

Sound 
• Worship can be heard through “T” or “T-coil” settings 

of hearing aids. 
• Please silence electronic devices during worship. 
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The Long-Range Plan Project Task Force invites you to 
join them at 12:15 p.m. today in Borwell Dining Room 
and via Zoom (at bit.ly/progress2510). Drawing on the  
results of their spring congregational survey, they will 
report on long-range plan progress.

Pastoral care
If you would like to talk to a pastor or notify pastoral 
staff of personal concerns, illnesses, hospitalizations, 
or deaths, please email Gloria Fleming (gfleming@
fourthchurch.org). If the situation requires immediate 
attention, please call the church at 312.787.4570 to be 
connected to the Minister on Call.
Stephen Ministry
For a one-to-one listening presence through life 
challenges, consider being paired with a Stephen 
Minister. For information, leave a confidential message 
at 312.573.3365 or contact Associate Pastor Nancy 
Benson-Nicol (nbenson-nicol@fourthchurch.org).

If you are interested in becoming a member of Fourth 
Church, whether in person or as part of our online 
community, please join us for a one-session Inquirers’ 
Class via Zoom this Wednesday, October 29 at 6:30 p.m. 
(register at bit.ly/inquirers102025) or in person on  
Sunday, November 9 at 12:15 p.m. in Room 5F (register 
at bit.ly/inquirers112025).

Artist Jill Wells, whose “This Archive Is Us” exhibit is in 
the Loggia Gallery, will be with us online for a “Virtual 
Artist Talk” on Sunday, November 9 at 12:30 p.m. 
in Borwell Dining Room.
      Presenting a meditation on history, presence, and 
belonging, her art is built from archival text in Braille 
drawn from the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 and Black Leaders in the Civil Rights Movement by 
Glenda Armand.

We are grateful to be worshiping with you today and 
would welcome knowing you are here. Please take a 
moment to fill out an information form.
In person
Those worshiping with us in person are asked to add 
their names to the pads in the pews, passing the pads to 
the center of the row and then back again so worshipers 
have opportunity to greet one another by name 
following worship.
Online
Those worshiping via livestream will find a link to the 
online form in the text below the video (after exiting 
full-screen view); a QR code is also displayed during the 
“Welcome” that can be scanned with a phone camera to 
take you to the form.

Livestream
We livestream the 9:30 a.m. service on our YouTube 
channel at bit.ly/fpcvideos, which is also accessible from 
the home page of our website: fourthchurch.org
      Worship can be viewed anytime after the service 
has begun. For tips on how to watch—from the 
beginning—a service that is already in progress,  
see fourthchurch.org/watch-from-the-beginning
Online extras
Links to make an online offering gift, view or print 
the worship bulletin, and more can be found in the 
descriptive text below the worship video (after exiting 
full screen) as well as on our website.
For those without Internet
Those without Internet access are invited to listen via 
phone by calling 888.916.9166 at 9:30 a.m.

Looking for a calendar of Fourth Church events?
• See pages 13–15 for this week’s opportunities
• Scroll to the bottom of fourthchurch.org
• Tap on the website menu option for calendar: 
fourthchurch.org/calendar, where you can add events to 
your digital calendar

Let Us Know You’re Here! Today: Long-Range Plan Progress Report

Caring for One Another

Joining the Fourth Church Family

Worshiping Online

“This Archive Is Us” Art Exhibition

News and Opportunities8
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Connections and Belonging
Come connect with others as we foster a welcoming and inclusive community 
where everyone feels supported in building meaningful relationships

All who are worshiping with us in person are invited 
to stop by Anderson Hall and the Commons after the 
service for our weekly Coffee Hour opportunity to greet 
each other and learn about ways to get connected with 
one another and Fourth Church!
      Today this time of fellowship is sponsored by Larry 
Nicholson in memory of Dana Ferguson, who joined 
the Fourth Church staff as Associate Pastor for Mission 
in 1998 and served as Executive Associate Pastor from 
2005 until her death on October 27, 2008.

If you are worshiping with us via livestream, we would 
be delighted if you would also join us for opportunity 
to connect with one another in our online Coffee 
Hour. We gather via Zoom immediately following the 
livestream of worship for a time of fellowship.
      Zoom link: bit.ly/coffeehourfpc

Whether you are unable to be with us in person or find 
online opportunities to be a meaningful complement to 
your in-person experiences, we invite you to explore our 
online opportunities for deepening connections with your 
faith and others: fourthchurch.org/online/connections

To explore the fitness classes as well as lectures and arts 
courses offered by the Center for Life and Learning for 
adults sixty and over, see fourthchurch.org/cll

This week’s free Friday Noonday Concert features 
our Interim Organist Doug Cleveland with vocalists 
Marianna Kulikova and Emily Mwila performing at 
12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuary and via livestream.

Join us this Friday, October 31 at 7:00 p.m. when we 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of our Andrew Pipe 
Organ with organist David Briggs accompanying live 
the 1923 silent-movie The Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
Costumes are welcome!

Our Andrew Pipe Organ will also be featured in a 
Sunday, November 2 concert at 3:00 p.m., when our 
Interim Organist Doug Cleveland will perform two 
organ concertos as part of a program that will also 
include our Morning Choir and Camerata Chicago 
presenting Fauré’s Requiem. Tickets are available at 
cameratachicago.org; use code FPCC for a discount. 

Chicago Exchange Japanese Fellowship
Chicago Exchange Japanese Fellowship meets to carve 
jack-o-lanterns for Halloween today at 11:00 a.m. in 
Parish House Dining Room.
Women at Fourth October Gathering
Women are invited to come in festive attire or a 
Halloween costume for a time of fellowship and a “Fall 
Swap” of clothing, accessories, books, or fall decor 
this Thursday, October 30 at 5:30 p.m. in the Manse. 
Register at bit.ly/fpcwomen2510
Cornerstones
The Cornerstones group for those fifty and over will 
gather for dinner and a program on Friday, November 
7 at 5:30 p.m. in Borwell Dining Room. The Reverend 
Beth Brown will talk about “Connecting with Our 
Transgender and Non-Binary Colleagues, Friends, and 
Relatives.” Register (required) at bit.ly/cornerstones2511
Books by Women
Books by Women, which invites readers into a monthly 
conversation about a selected work, will discuss 
An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns Goodwin on 
Tuesday, November 11 at 6:00 p.m. in the Bumpus Room.

In-Person Coffee Hour

Friday Noonday Concerts

Halloween Silent Movie with Organ

Connecting Online

November 2 Sunday Afternoon Concert
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Faith Formation
Join us on our journey to grow spiritually through worship, 
educational opportunities, and programs that nurture faith across all ages

Children in worship
Children are always welcome in worship! If you need to 
step out to comfort your child, the Hospitality Suite, on 
the second floor of the Gratz Center, is a quiet space for 
families where worship is livestreamed.
      Also during morning worship, nursery care is 
available on the fourth floor of the Gratz Center for 
infants through two-year-olds.
Sunday School
Children from three years old to fifth grade join their 
parents in the Sanctuary for the beginning of 9:30 a.m. 
worship before departing for their classrooms.
Youth groups
Youth groups gather in the Bumpus Room today, with 
Junior High (grades 6–8) at 9:30 a.m. and Senior High 
(grades 9–12) at 11:00 a.m.

For details about the following Zoom Bible studies, email 
Pastor Nanette Sawyer (nsawyer@fourthchurch.org).
Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study—which focuses on scripture readings 
from the pulpit, with passages drawn from either the 
immediate past week’s worship service or the upcoming 
Sunday—gathers via Zoom weekly on Tuesday mornings 
at 7:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Studies
The fall Horizons Women’s Bible Studies—with the 
theme “Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in 
Jesus Christ”—meet via Zoom on second and fourth 
Wednesdays (including November 12), with a midday 
and evening study at 12:00 and 6:30 p.m
Monthly Bible in 100 Passages Study
The next “Bible in 100 Passages” Zoom Bible study will 
meet on Tuesday, November 11 at 6:30 p.m. For details, 
see page 11.

Children, Youth, and Family

A three-week Adult Education class, “The Reformation,” 
begins this morning at 11:00 a.m. in Borwell Dining 
Room and online at bit.ly/fpconline
      Taught by Dr. Ken Sawyer, Professor of Church 
History at McCormick Theological Seminary, the class 
will consider what Protestants were protesting in the 
sixteenth century and what we should be protesting 
today to challenge the church and society to return to 
Reformation truths and Reformation truth-telling.
     For videos of previous classes, including last week’s 
“Presbyterian Confessions of Resistance,” see our online 
archive at bit.ly/adultedvideos

Podcasts from Fourth Church—available on multiple 
platforms and at fourthchurch.org/podcasts—include
• the Sunday worship service
• the Sunday sermon
• weekly “Rhythm and Word” reflections
• “Bible Top Ten,” a lively, informative, and often 

lighthearted exploration of the Bible through a series 
of top ten lists, including recent episodes on “Top Ten 
Epistles” and “Top Ten Biblical Insults,” hosted by 
Pastors Matt Helms and Rocky Supinger.

In this era of high-tech overload, doomscrolling, and 
divisive news, many feel a deep longing for connection. 
Storytelling, as ancient as the Bible and as current as 
TikTok, bridges this gap, combining the wisdom of our 
ancestors with the needs of modern humans.
      An interactive experiential workshop, “Storytelling: 
An Ancient Art for the Twenty-First Century” will 
invite us to explore how to find, craft, and share stories 
as we learn the fundamental building blocks that will 
foster the growth of dynamic storytelling at Fourth 
Church. Join the Spiritual Formation Team for this 
workshop on Sunday, November 16 at 12:15 p.m. in 
Room 4G. Register at bit.ly/stories2511

“The Reformation”: A Three-Week Class

Podcasts from Fourth Church

Storytelling for the Twenty-First Century
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Next Sunday, November 2 is All Saints’ Sunday, a day 
when we lift up those whose baptism is new and those 
whose baptism is now complete.
      As part of our remembrance of the faithful who 
have gone before us and our honoring of departed 
loved ones, the names of all Fourth Church members 
who have entered the Church Triumphant in the past 
year will be read during worship. We will also celebrate 
Communion, and the Morning Choir will sing John 
Rutter’s Requiem.

Sunday Morning Prayer with Deacons
If you would like to offer individual prayers with a 
Deacon, you are invited to do so in Stone Chapel (through 
the door to the right of the pulpit) following worship.

Wednesday Morning Prayer
On Wednesdays we gather for Morning Prayer via 
Zoom at 9:30 a.m. to remember in prayer members of 
the congregation, all those who are in need, and mission 
partners around the world. Email Nancy Benson-Nicol 
(nbenson-nicol@fourthchurch.org) for Zoom details.
Prayer requests
If you would like to submit a prayer request to our 
Deacon and Morning Prayer Ministries, please email 
Gloria Fleming (gfleming@fourthchurch.org).

To read the text of the previous Sunday morning 
sermon (or past sermons in our archives), see 
fourthchurch.org/sermons or, to receive the sermon by 
email, subscribe at bit.ly/fpcsermon

Today our Monthly Spiritual Practices Gathering will 
explore Lectio Divina and meditating with scripture. Join 
us in learning and deepening our connection with the 
sacred through reflection and meditation at 4:00 p.m. in 
the Randolph Room. Register at bit.ly/practices2025

Daily readings
Our “Bible in 100 Passages” series invites you to join 
our congregational reading of the Old Testament, as we 
cover all of its thirty-nine books through 100 key texts. 
Each day we share the daily readings, in addition to 
reflections on them, as part of our Daily Devotions.
      To receive them, subscribe at bit.ly/fpcdevotions; you 
can also read them online at fourthchurch.org/bible100, 
where you can find an overview for each week, as well.
Weekly video and podcast reflections
Each week Pastor Matt Helms offers a brief “Rhythm 
and Word” video and podcast reflection on the passages.
      To receive these reflections in your inbox on 
Wednesday evenings, sign up at bit.ly/fpcrandw; 
you can also view them on our YouTube channel 
(bit.ly/fpcvideos) and listen to them via multiple 
podcast platforms and at fourthchurch.org/podcasts
Monthly Bible study
Each month we gather for a Bible study on the passages, 
with an in-person discussion led by Pastor Matt Helms 
and a Zoom conversation led by Pastor Nanette Sawyer. 
Join us for our November’s exploration of the Prophets.
• Tuesday, November 4 at 6:30 p.m. in Anderson Hall
      (in person only; register at bit.ly/novbible100)
• Tuesday, November 11 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
      (online only; at bit.ly/bible100zoom)
Watch the October study on Torah at bit.ly/100studyoct

Spiritual Practices: Lectio Divina

Prayer

News, Updates, and Snapshots
Look for information, updates, and snapshots  

of life at Fourth Church in our weekly email newsletter. 
Subscribe at bit.ly/newsfromfpc and visit our news archive at fourthchurch.org/news

All Saints’ Sunday Requiem

Reading Sermons
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Community Engagements and Partnerships
Come alongside us as together, through programs and collaboration  
with partners, we advocate for social and community needs

Today join those who have visted the First Presbyterian 
Church of Havana, Cuba, as they share their reflections 
during a time of conversation at 12:15 p.m. in Room 4G.
      If you would like to join us for our next trip to First 
Havana—scheduled for February 16–23, 2026 —please 
fill out the online application at bit.ly/cubatrip26; to 
learn more, join us for an information session next 
Sunday, November 2 at 12:15 p.m. in Room 5E or contact 
Pastor Joe Morrow (jmorrow@fourthchurch.org). 

The next Center for Life and Learning blood drive, 
hosted in conjunction with the office of the 42nd Ward, 
will be Saturday, November 8 in Borwell Dining Room 
between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
     For donation appointments, register online at 
bit.ly/blooddrive202511; walk-ins will also be welcome.

Making a Difference in the Life of a ChildFourth Church Trips to Cuba

More tutors are needed to pair with the youth who 
would like to participate in our Chicago Lights Tutoring 
program, which meets virtually on Mondays and in 
person at Fourth Church on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. To learn more or volunteer to be a 
tutor, see chicagolights.org/volunteer/tutoring

Men’s new and gently used clothing and casual shoes 
are needed for the guests of the Chicago Lights Social 
Service Center. Donations can be dropped off at the 
church reception desk between 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

The purple ribbons outside the church bear public 
witness, during National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, to all those affected by domestic abuse.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Fourth Church:
Chicago Lights:

Total:

Households
75
49
75

2026 stewardship campaign
2026 Pledge Commitments as of October 21, 2025

Amount
$456,874

$95,400
$552,274

Goal
$3,300,000

$850,000
$4,100,000

% to Goal
14%
11%
13%

60 percent of responding households have increased their pledge over last year!

Our 2026 Stewardship Campaign—Rooted in Faith, Grow in Love—calls each 
of us to invest boldly in the mission and ministry of Fourth Church and the life-
changing work of our nonprofit community outreach arm, Chicago Lights.

Please join us in making a pledge by Commitment Sunday, November 9!  
Pledge forms have been mailed to member homes and are available online at  
bit.ly/fpcpledging and in the pew racks.

News and Opportunities12

November Blood Drive

Donating Men’s Clothing



	REFORMATION SUNDAY	 9:30 a.m.	 Worship .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sanctuary / Online
	 October 26	 9:30 a.m.	 Infants/Parents Comfort Room.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Hospitality Suite

9:30 a.m.	 Nursery.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          Room 4A
9:30 a.m.	 Sunday School.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      Fourth Floor
9:30 a.m.	 Junior High Gathering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Bumpus Room
10:30 a.m.	 A Time of Prayer.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Stone Chapel
10:30 a.m.	 Coffee Hour.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Anderson Hall
11:00 a.m.	 Worship .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.	 Chicago Exchange Japanese Fellowship .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Parish Dining Room
11:00 a.m.	 Senior High Gathering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Bumpus Room
11:00 a.m.	 The Reformation .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Borwell Dining Room
12:00 p.m.	 A Time of Prayer.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Stone Chapel
12:00 p.m.	 Coffee Hour.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Anderson Hall
12:00 p.m.	 Handbell Choir Rehearsal.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Buchanan Chapel
12:15 p.m.	 Long-Range Plan Progress Report .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Borwell Dining Room
12:15 p.m.	 Caregiver Circle: Dementia Horizons.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5G
12:15 p.m.	 Cuba Reflections .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4G
12:15 p.m.	 Nominating Committee .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Room 4F
12:15 p.m.	 Worship, Music and Arts Committee.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4E
12:30 p.m.	 Deacon Calling Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Manse
4:00 p.m.	 Spiritual Practices: Lectio Divina.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Randolph Room
4:00 p.m.	 Sunday Night Supper (until 5:30).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Anderson Hall

	 MONDAY	 9:00 a.m.	 Day School Preschool.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Classroom B
	 October 27	 9:30 a.m.	 Day School Twos Program.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Classroom A

9:30 a.m.	 CLL: Advanced French.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Zoom
10:30 a.m.	 CLL: Stronger Seniors Monday .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            Zoom
10:45 a.m.	 CLL: Intermediate French.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Zoom
11:30 a.m.	 CLL: Tap .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         Zoom
12:00 p.m.	 CLL: Beginner French.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Zoom
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Art History.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4K / Zoom
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Bridge.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5B
2:30 p.m.	 CLL: Advanced Care Planning.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4E / Zoom
2:30 p.m.	 CLL: Yoga .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5G / Zoom

Calendar for October 26–November 1, 2025

CLL = Center for Life and Learning (fourthchurch.org/cll)
SSC = Chicago Lights Social Service Center (chicagolights.org)

October 26–November 1, 2025 13



News and Opportunities

Calendar for October 26–November 1, 2025

	 TUESDAY	 7:30 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Study.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Zoom
	 October 28	 9:00 a.m.	 Day School Preschool Class .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              Classroom B

9:00 a.m.	 Lawndale Christian Health Medical Clinic .  .  .  .  .  .     Randolph Room
9:30 a.m.	 SSC: Drop-In Services.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Anderson Hall
9:30 a.m.	 CLL: Stronger Seniors.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Zoom
10:30 a.m.	 CLL: Stage and Screen.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5G / Zoom
11:30 a.m.	 CLL: Basic Spanish .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   Room 5D
11:30 a.m.	 Meals Ministry Bag Lunch.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Anderson Hall
12:00 p.m.	 SSC: Living Room.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Borwell Dining Room
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Foreign Perspectives.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Zoom
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Improv.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       Room 4D
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Learn to Play Mahjong!.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5B
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Mahjong.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      Room 5C / 5A
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Walk with Ease .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Room 4E
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Watercolor.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Room 4F
1:00 p.m.	 Labyrinth Available to Walk (until 3:00) .  .   .   .   .   .   .  Buchanan Chapel
1:00 p.m.	 Shower Ministry.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Showers
2:00 p.m.	 CLL: Beginner Tai Chi.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Anderson Hall
2:45 p.m.	 CLL: Intermediate Tai Chi.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Anderson Hall / Zoom
5:00 p.m.	 Chicago Lights Tutoring.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Fifth Floor
6:00 p.m.	 AA Meeting.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4F

	 WEDNESDAY	 7:30 a.m.	 Men’s Faith Study.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Offsite
	 October 29	 9:00 a.m.	 Day School Preschool.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Classroom B

9:30 a.m.	 Day School Twos .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Classroom A
9:30 a.m.	 Benevolent Guild .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Room 5B
9:30 a.m.	 SSC: Drop-In Services.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Anderson Hall
9:30 a.m.	 Morning Prayer.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Zoom
9:30 a.m.	 CLL: Yoga for Strong Bones.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              Zoom
10:30 a.m.	 CLL: Zing .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Zoom
11:00 a.m.	 CLL: Midweek Meditation.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Room 4D
11:30 a.m.	 Meals Ministry Bag Lunch.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Anderson Hall
12:00 p.m.	 CLL: Current Events.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4G
12:00 p.m.	 SSC: Living Room.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Borwell Dining Room
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Walk with Ease .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Room 4E
1:00 p.m.	 Labyrinth Available to Walk (until 3:00) .  .   .   .   .   .   .  Buchanan Chapel
1:30 p.m.	 CLL: Susan Quaintance .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5G / Zoom
3:00 p.m.	 CLL: Drawing .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      Zoom
5:00 p.m.	 Chicago Lights Tutoring.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Fifth Floor
6:00 p.m.	 AA: LGBTQIA+.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Room 4F
6:30 p.m.	 Inquirers’ Class .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Zoom

14
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Sunday, November 2 • 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. • All Saints’ Sunday
John Rutter’s Requiem will be presented in lieu of a sermon.

Calendar for October 26–November 1, 2025

The Fourth Church calendar is also available 
online at fourthchurch.org/calendar or 

by scrolling to the bottom of fourthchurch.org

	 THURSDAY	 9:00 a.m.	 Day School Preschool.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Classroom B
	 October 30 	 9:00 a.m.	 Meals Ministry Sandwich-Making.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Borwell Dining Room

9:30 a.m.	 Day School Together We Play.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Classroom A
9:30 a.m.	 SSC: Drop-In Services.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Anderson Hall
9:30 a.m.	 CLL: Silver Barre.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Zoom
10:00 a.m.	 CLL: Memoir Writing .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5A
10:30 a.m.	 CLL: Golden Grooves.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Zoom
11:00 a.m.	 CLL: Art and Conversation.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4K
11:30 a.m.	 CLL: Matters of Health.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Room 4E
11:30 a.m.	 Meals Ministry Bag Lunch.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Anderson Hall
12:00 p.m.	 SSC: Living Room.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Borwell Dining Room
12:15 p.m.	 AA Meeting.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4F
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Memoir Writing .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 5A
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Music History.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   Zoom
1:00 p.m.	 Labyrinth Available to Walk (until 3:00) .  .   .   .   .   .   .  Buchanan Chapel
2:00 p.m.	 CLL: Beginner Tai Chi.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Anderson Hall
2:45 p.m.	 CLL: Intermediate Tai Chi.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Anderson Hall / Zoom
6:00 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Buchanan Chapel
6:15 p.m.	 AA Meeting.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4F

	 FRIDAY	 9:00 a.m.	 CLL: Card Making Project.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Room 4K
	 October 31	 9:00 a.m.	 Day School Preschool.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Classroom B

9:30 a.m.	 SSC: Drop-In Services.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Anderson Hall
10:30 a.m.	 CLL: Nia.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Zoom
11:30 a.m.	 SSC: Living Room.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Borwell Dining Room
12:00 p.m.	 CLL: October Lunch Meetup.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Offsite
12:00 p.m.	 Noonday Concert.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Sanctuary
1:00 p.m.	 CLL: Walk with Ease .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Room 4E
7:00 p.m.	 Hunchback of Notre Dame with Organ (see page 9) .  .  Sanctuary

	 ALL SAINTS’ SATURDAY	 9:00 a.m.	 Joint Finance Meeting.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Room 4G
	 November 1	 No other events are scheduled for Saturday



Worship Leaders

Rocky Supinger, Nancy Benson-Nicol, Nanette Sawyer, Margaret Douglas (9:30), Janet Love (11:00), 
Camille Cook Howe, Joseph L. Morrow

The Music Today

The Bell Choir
The Morning Choir
Doug Cleveland, Interim Organist and Director of Music
Pat Lynch, Bagpiper

the fourth presbyterian church of chicago
Church office: 126 E. Chestnut Street, Chicago, IL 60611.2014

www.fourthchurch.org • www.facebook.com/fourthchurch
312.787.4570 Voicemail: 312.787.2729

Camille Cook Howe Pastor 

Rocky Supinger Senior Associate Pastor

Nancy Benson-Nicol Associate Pastor

Matt Helms Associate Pastor

Joseph L. Morrow Associate Pastor

Nanette Sawyer Associate Pastor

Amy Pagliarella Parish Associate for Caring Ministries

Worship Notes

Today’s first scripture reading, Psalm 46, is also paraphrased in our first two hymns: “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God”—written and composed by Martin Luther—and “God Is Our Refuge and Our 
Strength,” which pairs twentieth-century lyrics with a late sixteenth-century psalm tune.

Gifts to support the ministry and mission of Fourth Church can be placed in the plates passed 
during the service, or, afterwards, in an offering box at the exit from the Sanctuary. They also can  
be given via Venmo (@Fourth-Church) or online at fourthchurch.org/give

Sources and credits: The Call to Worship is by Kimberly Bracken Long in 
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 2. 

The Prayer of Confession is from pres-outlook.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/10/Outlook-Order-of-Worship-Oct-26.pdf. OneLicense.net 

License A-712340. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

Those attending a Fourth Church worship service in person are entering an area where photography, video, and audio recording 
may occur on behalf of Fourth Church. By entering the worship service, you consent to the non-commercial use of the resulting 
visual and audio records; you waive all rights you may have to any claims of compensation for the use of these records; you release 
Fourth Church from any liability for the use of these records; and you waive the right to inspect or approve any of these records.

Sunday parking is available at 900 N. Michigan (access from Rush or Walton; online
payment only) for $10 for up to 6 hours between 7:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. when using the 
Metropolis Parking app (iPhone) or metropolis.io/join (Android) to scan the discount QR 
code at left no more than 10 minutes before leaving the garage. The code is also available 
on cards from the ushers; you might leave a card in your car for future Sunday use.

Sunday parking is available at the Hancock garage (enter from Delaware or Chestnut)
for $10 between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. by using a validation ticket from the ushers. 


